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Farm Organization and Management Projects in Illinois. 

The Department of Farm Organization and Management of the 
University of Illinois is carrying on five somewhat definite projects, 
in addition to a number of minor activities which can at present be 
given only minor or incidental attention. The five principal projects 
under way at present are as follows : 

(i) Detailed Farm Accounting 

(2) Farm Organization Studies 

(3) Farm Power Studies 

(4) Land Problems 

(5) Farm Management Extension 

The detailed accounting studies are being conducted on thirty-one 
farms in three dififerent groups which are considered to be fairly rep- 
resentative of three of the five important type-of-farming areas in 
the state. Two of these areas have been under investigation since 
1912, the third only since March, 1920. 

These studies cover entire farm business and include the deter- 
mination of costs for all important crop and animal products. They 
have served as the principal basis for the studies in Farm Organiza- 
tion, and Farm Power Problems. They have also been of much 
value in making a beginning in the study of our land problems, and 
have furnished a valuable background for the work in Farm Man- 
agement Extension. 

The farm organization studies have so far emphasized mainly the 
Financial or Economic Organization and the Productive Organiza- 
tion. A beginning has been made in studying the financial require- 
ments of different types of farming, and the distribution of the in- 
vestment in various items of farm property under these types. The 
financial requirements of land owners and tenants carrying on dififer- 
ent types of farming and working under dififerent forms of tenure has 
also been studied to some extent. 

From the standpoint of the productive organization of the farni, 
cropping systems and animal production have been studied with a 
view to ascertaining the most important facts regarding their adap- 
tation. 

The correlation of crop and animal production in the dififerent 
type-of-farming areas, has been given major consideration. The 
physical organization of the farm has received only secondary atten- 
tion. It is hoped that this phase of the problem, especially from the 
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Standpoint of the farmstead layout, may be brought under somewhat 
systematic study in the near future. 

The Farm Power studies carried on up to date have been con- 
cerned mainly with the study of the horse and the tractor as eco- 
nomical sources of farm power. The plan of conducting these in- 
vestigations, and the general conclusion so far reached are reported 
in Bulletin No. 231 of the Illinois Agricultural Experiment Station. 

The Land Problems investigations have so far been concerned 
mainly with the attempt to learn the principal fact regarding the 
contractual or lease relations between the landlord and the tenant, 
and to make a beginning in improving these relationships. These 
studies should be expanded so as to cover this important problem in 
a much more comprehensive manner. The tenure history of a con- 
siderable number of farms as well as the- tenure history of its 
owners and occupants, should! be studied in several of the important 
type-of-farming areas, especially those in which there is a high per- 
centage of tenancy. 

The work in Farm Management Extension has been confined 
mainly to the development and introduction of the simple system of 
farm accounting developed by the department in cooperation with 
the United States Department of Agriculture. The principal aim in 
this work has been to teach Farm Management facts and principles 
to a large number of farmers throughout the state on the basis of 
simple accounts kept on their own farms or on other farms in the 
same county or community. 

W. F. Handschin. 

College of Agriculture, 
Urbana, Illinois, 

Rural Economics Work in Nebraska. 

The most important investigation which we have under way at the 
present time is upon farm tenantry. This is in cooperation with the 
Office of Farm Management and Farm Economics. During the sum- 
mer of 1920 we had men working in nine areas. These men took not 
less than 125 records each. We have had a force, of people at work 
on the tabulation for more than six months and have them well under 
way. 

We have also a project in cooperation with the Office of Farm 
Management upon the cost of fattening cattle. This is the second 
year in which a route man has been maintained near Oakland, 
Nebraska. 



